Name:________________________

Date:___________

Chapter Two Reading Assignment 
Due First Day of Class, 2017
Provide a brief definition of the following:  

1. Sumerians 
2. Sargon the Great

3.  Akkad

4. Polytheism 

5. Ziggurat 

6.  Babylon 

7.  Epic of Gilgamesh 
8.  Pictography 

9.  Phonetic Language 

10.  Cuneiform 

11.  Hammurabi

12.  Theocracy 

13.  Patriarchy

14.  Hittites 

15.  Assyrians 

16.  New Babylonians 

17.  Persian Empire 

18.  Semitic 

Answer the following in a few sentences:  
1.  How does the book differentiate a city from a town?  

2.  What six factors combined to produce “civilization”? 

3.  What was the Younger Dryas Event, and how did it lead to the development of farming settlements? 

4.  What is the “Levantine Corridor”, and why did farming settlements originate there?  

5.  How did the development of farming settlements lead to the development of civilization? 
6.  What two rivers formed the region called “Mesopotamia”?  

7.  What six things that characterize “civilization” did the Sumerians do first (just list these)? 

8.  Why was no centralized governing power possible in Sumer?  

9.  The significance of the Akkadians is that they spread ________________________ to 
other parts of the region.  
10.  What was the main difference between government in the Sumerian city-states and government in empires after the Akkadian conquest?  

11.  What three social classes existed in Mesopotamian society?  

12. Describe the nature of slavery in Mesopotamian society.  

13.  How did the status of women change as society became more complex, especially after 1200 BCE?  

